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he was brought to the dinner and auction held for Washington Nationals manager Jim Riggleman, a Rockville native,
'Y the Rockville Express, a charter member of the detailed s lfe in baseball Thursday.
L amateur Cal Ripken Sr. Collegiate Baseball
League.
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"And he didn't even get to play in the big leagues." an
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He did reach the majors, just not as a player. After spending seven years

in various Class AA and AAA leagues in the St. Louis Cardinals organization, he was given advice.

"The best year I ever had playing was my last, but I was 27 and the oldest on the team," Riggleman said. "They told me,
maybe you should think about coaching, which was their way of saying ‘You're not good enough."

It was a blessing in disguise. For the next 10 years, he coached at all three minor league levels before getting his big
break. With 12 games left in the 1992 Major League Baseball season, San Diego Padres manager Greg Riddoch was
released, and Riggleman — then helming the Padres' AAA affiliate in Las Vegas — was brought on board.

Fast-forward to 2010, and Riggleman is still in the big leagues thanks to similar circumstances. Serving as the bench
coach for the Nationals through the first half of last season, he was promoted to interim skipper after former manager
Manny Acta was fired July 12.

The numbers support the front office's decision to remove the provisional label in November. The Nats started 26-61
under Acta, but finished 33-42 with Riggleman on board.

But his no-nonsense reputation may have had more to do with it. That is how he has spent parts of 10 seasons as a Major
League manager: three with the Padres, five with the Chicago Cubs and another with the Seattle Mariners.

Considering the Nationals' record of late (they led the league in losses in 2008 and 2009), Riggleman's hometown
franchise is a long shot to contend under his watch — at least, temporarily.

"I would guess the Nationals are going to finish last in their division, but they're going in this direction," said Kurkjian,
pointing skyward. "These guys are talented beyond words; they need guys to get in their face and say, ‘Look, it's not
going to be that way.' That's what he did, that's what [general manager] Mike Rizzo did, and that's why they're going this
way. It's because of Jim Riggleman."

http://www.gazette.net/stories/02022010/damaspo91809_32549.php

4/2/10 5:35 PM

y“/z/z&(//za()y
FIRST TIME
HOMEBUYERS

and those ready fo

MOVE-Up !!!
The

$8,000

Tax Credit
has been
extended until
April 30,2010

Plus, now
repeat buyers
can get

$6,500 Back!

Esuare, Inc. @
www.northropteam.com

RESOURCES
About us
Advertise
Contact us
Gazette jobs

Nonprofits
Montgomery
Frederick
Prince George's

Do you want more
local customers to be
able to find your
business in
Gaithersburg, MD?
Sign up for your

Gaithersburg Fitness
Centers

Gaithersburg Beauty

Salons

Gaithersburg

Contractors
Gaithersbur:
Weddings

Gaithersbur:

Restaurants

Gaithersburg Travel

Gaithersburg

Page 2 of 3



http://gazettenetfl.kaango.com/feViewAd/16431099
http://gazettenet.kaango.com/feListAds/categoryID/927
http://rotator.adjuggler.com/servlet/ajrotator/204200/0/ch?ajkey=V12C6127A22J-573I700K9395647BFB82A47BFB82AL824988L810016QL124173QQP0G00G0Q2F
http://www.gazette.net/about/
http://www.gazette.net/advertise/
http://www.gazette.net/contact/
http://www.gazette.net/gazjobs/
http://www.gazette.net/othersites/montgomery/
http://www.gazette.net/othersites/frederickcounty/
http://www.gazette.net/othersites/princegeorges/
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/fitness+centers/distance.30.n.all/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/beauty+salons/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/contractors/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/weddings/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/restaurants/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/travel/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/attorneys/distance.30.n.all.zq.html

There's no place like home 4/2/10 5:35 PM

Attorneys

Gaithersburg Pet
Supplies

Gaithersburg Doctors

Gaithersburg
Shopping

Browse the full business

directory
Powered by Local.com

Copyright © 2010 Post-Newsweek Media, Inc./Gazette.Net
Contact Us | About Us | Privacy Policy | FAQ | E-Letters | Place Classified Ad |
The Gazette | 9030 Comprint Court | Gaithersburg, MD 20877 | main number: 301-670-2565, classifieds: 301-670-2500

http://www.gazette.net/stories/02022010/damaspo91809_32549.php Page 3 of 3


http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/attorneys/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/pet+supplies/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/doctors/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/gaithersburg+md/department+stores/distance.30.n.all.zq.html
http://localdirectory.gazette.net/
http://www.local.com/city/MD/Gaithersburg.aspx
http://www.gazette.net/contact
http://www.gazette.net/about
http://www.gazette.net/privacy
http://www.gazette.net/faq
http://www.magnetmail.net/actions/subscription_form_gazette.cfm
http://gazettenet.kaango.com/feCreateAd

