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Rockvills Express players congraiulate Beau Brooks on his home run that
hedped them win the Cal Ripken Sr. Collegiste League Champlonship
Saturday night, lefl, white abowe Express coach Tom Shabler accapis the

winnina irocha

‘e Are The Champions!

Rockville Express tops Big Train to claim college crown

By Mike Brody
Spechal o the Santine )

With the bases |oaded, a simple
deflection off Pete Fatse's glove in
the top of the third inning appeared
as il it might end the Rockyills Ex-
press” chances of winning o champi-
onship in the Cal Ripken, Sr. Colle-
giate Basehall Leogwe playoffs last
Thursday. Lackily, for Fatse and the
Express, the ball trickled right into
the glove of shortstop Bart Petlus
who was covering second base.

But the Express wasn't just rail-
img @t the tme; it was oo the verge of
perting blown-oal by the team that
fimished in last place in the League
during the regular season, “We've
been playing really webl up ihe middle
all year, 80 il was no surprise that be
picked me up right there,” Fatse said.
Mot emby dicl Perbas” alert play pick up
Fatse, it may have picked up te nest
of the team a8 well,

The Redbirds got ot in fromt

early at Shirley Povich Field, as Ta-
aon Mchlanis® two-oul tliree-ron
double put the team up 3-0 in the top
of the first inning. Two innings ker,
it Iooked as if the Redbinds were on
the verge of putting away the Ex-
press. Starting pitcher Joe Miller hit
Mchanis bo load the bases and then
pluncked Rob Pietrofarte to fonce in
arun and put the Redbirds up 4-0.
Miller"s thind hit baner spelled the
end of his night, and Kevin Foqua
came in from the bullpen to try and
siop the bleeding.

Commimg in with the hases loaded
and only oee oul, Foqua minimized
the damage, allowing only ane nan in
the iop of the inning and shutting cat
the Redbirds until he was tzken ool
of the game xfter the eighth inning.

The Express exploded in the
hottom of the fourth inning. Petius
got the scoring started with an REBI
single that plawed Beay Brooks, Fatse
followed Petius with a threc-run
home ran that broupght the Express to
within ore run of the Redbinds.

“[Redbirds starting pitcher
Fyan Kuhlman] was straggling a lit-
tle bat, %0 | just was sitting fastball
early in the count and he threw it in
and [ just took a preity hand swing at
it, g0 I tried i make things happen,”
Faise said,

Adver o plich hit Travis Babin,
Steve Domecus tripled io e the
game and then scored on a0 error
during the play. Kuhlman did mot
survive the entire maing and was re-
placed by Brett DiPssquale, who got
the final oot of the decisve frame.

The Express added an insuramce
run in the bottom of the eighth in-
mning, and Dennis Accomando retired
all thees hitters he faced 1o clote out
the win pnd eliminate the Bedbirds
from the postseason.

The Express followed itz win
aver the Redbinds with a 90 victory
over the Bethesda Big Train Thurs-
day night. Had the Big Trzin beaten
the Express, it would have clamed
the Leagwe title. Since the Lengue’s
playoff format is dowble elimination,

the: Express had to beas the Blg Train
twice in order to claim the champi-
onship. So the (wo leams faced off
again on Friday.

The Big Train wak an early 1-0
beaud in the top of the first inning, but
the Express tied the game up in tse
bottom of the gecond as Paul-
Mlichsel Klingsherg's single scored
Eric Allen. The Big Train added run
in haoth the fourth and the fifth in-
ning, chasing Express starting pitch-
er Jamathan Harmston in the latter,
Much like Fagua the day before, re-
liever Chris Notti was virmally un-
hitable for the Express. Noti
pitched four and one-third shutout
Innings and gave uporly one hit dur-
i,nghil Hme in the game.

The Express took the lezd in the
botom of the sixth inning with a
three-run rally. Zuanich™s two-oul
BB double scored Babin amd broaght
the Express to within coe run. The fol-
lowing batter, Brooks, parked a Ben
Tontle pitch over the fence for & -
ran home run. Broaks® boms nan pat

the Express up 4-3 and capped all the
soaring for e game.

Brooks hoppened 1o be the hero
for the Express on his binthday. “17s
fiun,” Brooks said. “T hear aboul peg-
ple playing o their birthdays all the
time, and I've never gotien to, 5o this
is my first time ever playing on my
hirthday [ think, and sothat was fun.”

Beihesda went down quietly af-
ter lasing lead, failing to have a
baseruneer for the final thres inmings.
“3nd greal piiching tonight, got great
defense tonight, timely hitting,”
Shaffer said. The heod conch also
nated the drastic change in feelings
hetween the time of winning the
championship and the ime of trading
the Redbirds the day before. “It was
actually pissing me off to fell you the
twth,” said Shaffer, refersing o when
Iis team was trailing the Redbirds.
“‘But the only thing that we do is keep
coaching. We keep going, We keep &
\positive artinade, and it worked out in
the end. We had a big, T think , fifth in-
ning where we gol six mins.”



