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An aarty avening of baseball ended with some bid weathar, bt a victory for i
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Ligntnmtnhe as Express takes Redblrds 3-1

By Mike Brody
Epacial 1 lha Sannel

Usaally seven hits combined for
two teams in a baseball game wouald
seem a little low. Then again, most
haseball games make it past the sixth
inning. Sunday's games berween the
Baockville Express and Maryland
Redhinds did not.

The Express defeated the Red-
birds 3-1 in o game that was called in
the battom of the sizth inning. just
after the pame had become officlal,
Lightning had delayed the gams
onoe :J:r.n.:l:,l and 1.|.|I:i.|'rL||.I5=|.:|,I led in dhe
cancellation of the contest during a
s=cond play stoppage. With the wic-
Lary in e regalar scason finale, the
EW becams ncH:h.n.mpinrn of the
Cal Ripken, Sr. Collegiale Baseball
Leapue with Youse's Manyland Ow-
obes.

The Express gmbbed an early 1-
i bead in the bottom of the first in-
ning. Bruce Alter sinpgled to start the
frame and reached third after the
Redbirds committed an errof on
Travis Babin's sacrifice bant at-

tempt. Babin advanced to second on
the play, Alter then seored an Steve
Domecuas groundout.

The Redbirds tied the game in
the tap of the third inning when Ger-
ardo (Gaceres singled Rick Oliverd
boae. Bat ibe Redbinds left teo mn-
ners stranded a¢ Tony Juzino pround-
e ot and Matt Parker popped out o
end the Inndng.

The Express took the lead for
good in the botam of the foarth in-
ning on a Bean Brooks sacrifices fiy
amil acded 2 third run in the botom of
the: fifth inning on a Domecus sacri-
fice Fly. . .
“We'ne playing well right now,”
Domecas said. *"'We'ne putting things
together and uniile we were carlier
this yesr, it's just good rolling ints
the playoffs winning pames like

Starting pitcher Phillip Urso and
refiewer Travis Babin split piiching
duties for the Express as cach of
them went three inndngs. Babin did
not give up any hits during his per-
formance and picked up the win.
Redbirds starter Ryan Kuhlman

pitched five innings and gave up
three runs. But all of the mms scored
off Kuhlman were unearned, as the
Redbirds commiited four ermos in
the game.

“It was just one of those whene
we fmish out the regular season,”™
Express head coach Tom Shaffer
sadd. “It was still o hig game for us,
and with the westher, it’s jast been a
waird day so far with all the light-
ning, with all the rain that's coming,
with dark clouds thal are out thers,
Wiz just wanied to come oul and oy
1o scone early and try to et five and a
balf in, and if it raimed, then it
rained.”

The win fof the Express capped
off a memendous week of play as the
leam won nine games straight o
close the seasom. Four of those wins
came over & two-day pesiod. The Ex-
press took & doubleheader from the
Hemdon Braves on Friday, winning
the two games by scores of 6-3 and
T-6. O Saturday, the Express swept
two games from the Bethesda Big
Tradn, winring by scores of 3-2 and
740,

“Today was our eighth gams
a row since Toesday. 1 dnn't cn.-:e
‘what beams you're playing. If you go
B-0 in five days or six days, that's
pretty damn good,” Shaffer mid. “50
we'ne pretty excited about the way
we finishied the year off, and its our
first time being at the top at the end
of the szason bat oor goals are not

met yet. And we still have the one hig
thing to go and that's 1o win thar
champioaship at the ead of the: year,
and that's what we're seiting our
sights on,”

The postseason for the Ln.lgu:
btlj.‘ll‘.'l- this week. You can visit the
Express” Web site at www.rockville-
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