INEL

Jury 5, 2007

Express survives
offa Pettus triple

By Mike Brody
Sl b The Sonbing!

Ehart Prestus" irsple in the bodioi of
the fosrth mnmg may have heen an
mienpested contribution from the ot
torn af the Rockville Express” lmeup,
it o i) vl @ meve ey boves for
the Expreds in what wad a back and
Tty gamme,

Mo lead was safe in Sundav’s
cortest between the Expresa and the
Silver Spring-Takoma Thunderhodts
Althiagh st the ol of e parme the
Express wrapped wp the ballgame 7-6
in frond of 157 people at Kniphis Field.

=1 b e lacky lir, 1 ine n.'rri'.'llr,"
Petins ddid. “Ukther thos that, the ather
guys really packed o . Pete [Fatse]
b the sgusere fhene I e fourt o
pmake um o Ahead and then we had an
exactrion i the kst inning Lo get an-
iy unsiranes mn by Peley again, so
that was really crocial ™

Fatse picied up his first RB1as 2
resili of some small ball by the Ex-
press, 1o the fwarth maimg, Fotse laid
dpwn a succesalol sicide squeese
bunt that scored Pothis and gave the
Enxpress 8 4-3 leaed. He also deove in
what prorerad o he 3 vahushls insammee
run in the homom of the cighth g,
when his B sipgle scored Trovis
Baksn and gave the Express a 7-3 lead

The Express scofcd fwece m the
bestioen o the seventh imning, teking
the lead for grad, An Audior Baker £az-
rifice ffy thed the game ap ad 5-5,and a
Steve Domecus single seored Ere
Alllen iy e the Express g 65 lead,

Thee Eocpriews wied Eoigr pltcbeds i
Sumdsy s p=me. Staner JE MeAREes
pitched six imnines, giving up nioc fits
qund v puns (all esrreect ). 0 wons fur
b Al said of s pritching perboc
meance. ) emeun | left 1 thenk i e ke
e santh, they came up &5l god 2 oo
p'll- mang, | ws ]!ﬂ:l'l-TlTE_ the Bl over die
mbdadle, anid dhey were st laiting my
sy,

Chria Notti pitched & sconzles
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seventh inning and struck ow the
Thunderbolts” Jeffrey Jones with the
bages koadod . ot Mashed the duy
with three hats, moloding 2 doubde and
0 e,

Jemmiy Dugann came on bo pal
twe nhlfntcﬁﬂ.lﬂg:'.'ﬂllp:mm
i the fop of e ninth inming , s the
Thumderbolts cut the Fxpress kead 1o
76, After Duggan paveup a walk o
Ivan Eodrgusez, Byan Juran was
called on to gel the final out, harmn
then mot Fellrey Jones 1o grownd oo a
fosce-oist b0 end the game and picked
i i save i the process.

Bxpress head coach Tom Shaffer
was ot happy with giving up leads in
the gasie but sees good things down
ithee o] For Bk bevam. TR wan mone of
orr cometand problem tha we've been
hsving i that we et a Jead and, kind
of like our Bethesda game last migl
where we pot a big lead, we wesil owl
and scomed. [ think we put up a seven-
#pod m the wxth ey o ffth memg,
and then we ootne hack oul and
Bethesda comes back amd (ies the
goene,” Shaffer sand. “Same thiog fo-
cay. We inke the lead, scoee twes mns.
R imning, we g0 out, give o thnee,
firamr moms where they can e the soore
again. 5o 1 mean for us, its early in the
sensom stall. We'll be O Wa're wami-
iag 1o compete on te maaimd & 1ot
more and 3 ket Better. Timely hiftng B
ghiere, staeting 1o ot there. Soowe T e
N Nz Ellsreer.

MfcAlliscer noted tha the Express
is playing more liks a cokesive anif
now, “We're dusng E\':T:,'rh_m: i a
ped amd were podrg tochek soon
F.'l.'gr'_|.1_1ﬁn|-._:'1. Fag o e g g oad
vy, MeAlliser said.

The Express s v T ol hess
Yimze's Wiarylad Crriclas in g double-
header om Toesday (hnly 3). The Ex-
presy come back boame for a doable-
header sgaind fhe hlaryland Riédbirds
startimg ol 2 pom.om Safurday, Y o
vizit the Express” Web sue at
wiw rtckvillecopress.ong.
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Travie Babin sides safely home in this time sequence during the aighth Inming.
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