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Express starts strong, holds on 6-3

By Mike Brady
Epecial o The Santinal

The Rockville Express had a
comfartable 3-0 lead going into
“the top of the ninth inning of Tues-
day’s pame at the Silver Spring-
Takoma Thunderbolis. At the time,
the three insurance runs the team
added in the frame may have
looked like they would only pad
stats, bt they actaally proved 1o
menn o lot more.
In the bovom of the final inring,
Ine Maca, Michne] Parker and Mick
Siega-Riz all reached base before
coming hame on Joe Fowler's thres-
run doukble, But that was it for the
Thisnderbaolis’ mily. Alex Pepaero and
Gernrdo Hermnandez went down in
succession following Fowler's hit,
and the Express closed out o 63 win
in front of 174 at Blair Stadium.
Starting piteher Dam Francis
pitched six scoreless innings for the
win hat faced multiple threats fram

the Thmﬂu'd-_du.cnly m_lh-; game, _']11-: Express picked up iis first  But again, you can”t really do any-  laces the Bethesda Big Train in a
In the battom'of the firs! inning, the  run in the top oF the fifth inning when  thing about that because we're 20 doubleheader beginaing at 1 pm..
Thonderbolts had the bases loaded  Mike Zuanich scored off a Pete Fatse 15, and we're right thers.” and en Sunday, it plays the Maryland
and nobody cut but didn't score any  single. The Express added iwo muns The team closes cuf the regular  Redbirds at 3 pam. You can visit the
runs as Peguero, Hernandez and Sam  in the lop of the cighth inning, chas-  seaton with three games of Knights  team's Wb site at wwew rockvillees-
Goss all failed to dediver. ing Thunderbolts starting pitcher le-  Field this weekeod. On Saturday, it press org.

In the bottiom of the second - remioh Meiners. In the top of the
ning, Francis foand himezlf inanoth- — ninth innang, Glean Kitune"s feo-nan A
er bases joaded situation but was  single put the Express up 5-0, and b B ety L
bailed owt when Mick Siega-Riz  Eric Allen scored the team's sixth nn M M Hm oW oW W s M A s om W &
grownded inta an inning-ending dow.  on an error by the calcher Heman- s & 0 5 ¢ 0 6 8 5 3 wewrees 8 1 3 8 1 4 i@
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“We dodped a bulle: in the first Kiture, who had entered the  SwDmmed 3 7 0 0 0 1 4 2 @ sefmw? 4 03 403 14 F 8D
couple innings,” Express bead coach - game in the elghth inning, 50id it's  Gentmen 3 5 0 8 0 3 4 8 ) Memem 212032
Tom Shaffer said. “They had the  difficult 1o pinch hit off the bench, :'-Im:-n r : UF D o4 8 4 6 Smfemd 3o a p oo b @ & 4
bases loaded twice with less than two Bt you got to know your role and vl 4810 1 0@ 0 Mmkagagn P08 00 2Ae
outs, and they didn't scorc, Kind of  be ready atany time.” Kiture said.  wadwms 3 1 3 0 £ 0 3 5 b sumd 4 1 3 & £ by 4 4
killed their drive there at the first With Tuesday's win, the Ex- m— : : : B9 o0 3 f 3 Mimdeesd & 0 0 0 E 0 o8 O @2
couple inmings of the game because  press now has a 20-15 record with F . P S _'.,:"” P
they could"ve broken it open, and it Jess than one wezk to play in the Ef.'. : : : : : : : : :u:"m; : : E : : : : 3 :
would've been tough for us to come  reguolar Seagon. “We're right where "8 BESAIATN N W *IR 3 EF T
back. Bul again, Dan Frascis came  we thowght we'd be,” Shaffer said.
owl, ond he kind of stroggled ot the A eouple games at the beginning Brare iy 17 BN _E
beginning of the game but be setiled  of the season. if we would've m: o oo

in, and be got us through six scose-
less bnmbngs to keep s thens for labe
in the game.”

turmed those games d, we
blew a couple leads, and we might
be im a better position right now.
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