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Birthday boy hits league title-winning home run
by Dan Greenberg | Staff Writer
E-mail this article \ Print this article

Rockville ExpresscatcherBeauBrooksturned20 yearld on Friday.But he wasthe onewho suppliedthe birthday
present.

More News With his teamtrailing by arun in the sixth inning of the Cal Ripken Sr. CollegiateBaseball
Correction chief wants LeagueChampionshipgcame therising junior at Troy (Ala.) University ropeda fastballoverthe
g‘O";]arffusni{izshe'P right-centerfield wall of Bethesda(RovichField. Thetwo-out, two-run homerun gavethe
Quince Orchard Expressits first leadof the night,andthe only oneit would needo earnits first leaguetitle with

graduate stars on soap
opera reality show

SJZﬂgt,?Sﬁ kSBJﬁonsvme That shotnot only sentBrookshometo Alabamaon ahigh note,but cappedoff his brilliant

a 4-3 win overthe Bethesdaig Train.

g‘r‘;‘jv‘rfszzss BRAC wil threeday leaguechampionshigseries After strugglingat the plateall summerwith justa .219
take teamgvork battingaveragehe went6 for 13, scoredhreerunsanddrovein the two mostimportantonesto

Three Prince GeorgeOs  garnthe tournamentQdost ValuablePlayeraward.
fashion designers

make cut

OOThattbe ultimateright there,and on mybirthday? You canGaskfor anything morehan
that,GsaidBrooks. OOItBseenlong, itOdeenrough, itOseenhardN but itObeenso muchfun,
too. Any kind of championships fun no mattewhatkind of leagueit is; of coursethisis a
really good league.O

http://www.gazette.net/stories/080807/rockspo223425_32356.shtml
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After runsby Big Train right fielder Andrew Foster anccenterfieldefPatMinogue,the Express
trailed 3-1 beforethe decisivesixth inning. Therally beganwhenthird basemamravis Babin
singledwith oneout, andleft fielder Mike Zuanichlaceda long doublewith two outsto cut the
leadto one.

ExpresspitcherChris Notti, who enteredthe gamein the fourth inning, pitchedthreeperfect
inningsto closethe deal,striking out designateditter Chris Duffy to endthe gameandstartthe
celebrationon themound.

It wasthe Express@econdvictory in consecutivedaysoverthe Big Train. Enteringthe
tournamentsthetop two seedseachneededo win four total gamedrom Wednesdayhrough
Fridayto earnthe championship.

H ave After losing their openerto the Maryland Redbirds the Expressoustedthe HerndonBravesto
YOU setup arematchwhich theywon, 7-5. Bethesdavon its first two gamesmeaningRockville

hadto beatthe Big Train Thursdayto earna chanceto meetagainon Friday.The Express
been cruisedto a 9-0 victory to setup thegrandfinale.

Sp@ﬁedg It wasdZj" vu for ExpressnanagefTom Shaffer,only in reverse A yearago, his teamneeded
to win just one of two gamego earnthe 2006 Ripken_eaguetitle, but droppedconsecutive
gamedo the Silver Spring TakomaThunderbolts.

OOWegeretherelastyearandit doesnfeel too good,said Shaffer. OO THdifferencebetween

last yearOseamandthis yearOseamis we hit a lot better.Sometimegheseguyswait until late.
which drivesme absolutelynuts, but everyonecamethroughin the end.You know, itOsa great
feeling.O

All threeMontgomeryCountyteamshavenow won atitle in thethreeyearhistory of theleagueln 2005, the
Thunderboltsand Big Train sharedheinauguraltitle.

Thoughhis teamcouldn®earnthe covetedirophy for a secondime, Big Train manageiSal Colangelowasn&tbo
upset.With a 24-18 seasoiin the books,he hasnow beenat the helm forthreeconsecutivevinning seasons,
impressiveconsideringhe high playerturnoverteamshaveeachseason.

OOWeo thingsa certainway here,andnothingreally changedrom yearto year,(he said. 0OWe®# backto do it
again.O
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