West side is the best side in Ripken League all-star game
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West side is the best side in Ripken League all-star game

County-based teams on winning side of 6-0 score
by Dan Greenberg | Staff Writer

E-mail this article \ Print this article

Whenthethird annualCal Ripken Sr. CollegiateBaseballLeagueAll -Star Gameended memberof the Westteam
decidedto havea little fun with Bethesdaig Train manageiSal Colangelo.The charismaticskipperwasat the helm of
the WestsquadMonday night at Ripken Stadiumin Aberdeenandwason thetop stepof the dugoutwhenHerndon
BravesrelieverPhillip Deanerecordedhefinal out of theteam®6-0 victory overthe East.

More News Whenthefinal pitch reachedhomeplate,the Westplayersmadethe unseasonablghilly night
evencolderfor Colangelopouringa bucketof waterover his head.Thosetype of momentsare
generallyreservedor championshipictoriesratherthanexhibitiongamesandwith the league
playoffs on thehorizon,the Bethesdaoachwould rathereceivethat kindof dowsingabouttwo
weeksfrom now. But evenhe hadto admitto havinga blaston Mondaynight.
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Colangelomanagedhe Westsquadby virtue of his teamOsecondplaceoverallrecordin the
Ripkenleaguestandingghrough36 gamegeachteamplays40). The Big Train (22-14) were
joined by playergrom the Rockville ExpressSilver Spring TakomaThunderboltsandHerndon
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The Westjumped outo a 4-0 leadin the secondnning andneverlookedback.With thebases
loadedandonly oneout, ThunderboltoutfielderandgameMost ValuablePlayerJoeFowler
crusheda threerun doubleto theleft-centerfield gapto providetheteamwith all thescoringit
would need.

The Eastcould nevergetuntrackedmustering onlysix hits on thenight. Two playerswho went
hitlesswere MontgomeryCounty products:Bombersfirst basemamMike Celenzaa 2006
QuinceOrchardgrad;and Redbirdscenterfielder Matt Boyd, a 2005 Magrudealum.

Both went0-2 on theeveningasthe fourth- andfifth -placehittersin thelineup, eactstriking
out atthe handsof dynamicBig Train righty Brian Anderson(3-0, 1.87 earnedun average),
who punchedout the sidein the secondnning.

However,bothwerejust happyto be playing lastnight. Boyd, a rising junior at George
WashingtonUniversity, saidthat bothhe and ColonialsheadcoachSteveMrowka had setthe
-4 all-stargameashis main goalbeforeenteringthe summereague.

And Celenzaa rising sophomoreat Division IlI Salisbury,hasexceededll of the expectations
he hadbeforethe CRSCBL seasonThoughhe hada greatrookie seasomwith the SeaGulls,
hitting .363 whilestarting inall 43 gameshe didnOtuite knowwhat to expectfrom a wooden
batleaguefeaturingplayersfrom the nationOtop schools.

But he hasabsolutelythrived for the Bombers Enteringthe all-stargame he led the entire
leaguewith a .355 battingaveragepoundingout a teamhigh 39 hitsanddriving home18 runs
in 34 gamesHe alsojust the earnedco-hitter of the weekaward(July 9 throughl5) by going
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11-21 witha 1.279 onbase plus sluggingpercentagén six games.

OO0ltdsenbetterthan! eventhoughtitOdoe,Gsaid Celenzathe 2006 Gazettéligh SchoolPlayerof the Year. O0I
mean,obviouslythe competitionlevel is top notchandwe havesomeof the bestplayersin the countryout here.Just
to know that IOnD-11I andyou knowwhat, | canplay with Division | guysN | think this will definitely helpme
whenl go backto school.O

Over2,400 fansameto Aberdeento watchthe nightf)éestivities,which includeda homerun derbybeforethe
game.Long balls were scarcan the deepdimensionf Ripken Stadium but ExpresscatcherSteveDomecuswas
ableto capturethe crownby goingdeepoff an outhouseaoof beyondthe fencein left center.After hitting two bombs
in thefirst round, his secondround homerwasthe only one of thefinal round,andhe edgedout Fowler, who nailed
threeblastsin his openingroundon 10 swings.

The nightwasarguablymostenjoyablefor the leagueOmanagerslike Tom Shafferof the ExpressHis team
currentlyresidingin theimportantthird spotin the standingg19-15) N the top threeteamsat the end of the season
gettwo LeagueChampionshiSeriesbyes.But with his teamright in the thick of a playoff race,a night off from the
pressurevasenjoyable.

OO0ItBeto getout hereandwatcheveryoneplay on the[samenight],OShaffersaid. OO Y oknow, itOsa day off for
everyoneanditOgun to be on thesamesideasguysyouOréacingall summer.O

Copyright 2007 Post-Newsweek Media, Inc./Gazette.Net
Contact Us | About Us | Privacy Policy | FAQ | E-Letters | Place Classified ad |
The Gazette: newsroom and business office | 1200 Quince Orchard Blvd. | Gaithersburg, MD 20878 | 301-948-3120
The Gazette: administration, advertising, classifieds | 9030 Comprint Court | Gaithersburg, MD 20877 | main number: 301-670-2565,
classifieds: 301-670-2500

http://www.gazette.net/stories/072507/rockspo210519_32361.shtml

*Membership eligibility required.

MCT

Federal Credit Union

Become an MCT
member today and
enjoy these benefits:

Low loan rates

High savings yields
Minimal fees

24-hour account access
Free Checking

Free Online Banking
Free Bill Pay

And much more!

www.mctfcu.org

Page 2 of 2



