Ripken League: T-Bolts, Express in race for third
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Ripken League: T-Bolts, Express inrace for third

County rivals both want bye in upcoming playoffs

by Dan Greenberg | Staff Writer
E-mail this article

With alittle overa weekleft in the Cal Ripken Sr. CollegiateBaseballLeagueOthird regularseasongamesarestarting

\" Print this article

to takeon alittle moresignificancefor both the Rockville Expressandthe Silver Spring TakomaThunderbolts.
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Sure,winning wasimportantbefore.However,the main ideaof theleagueis simply to makethe
hundredf playersin theleaguebetterfor whentheyreturnto their respectivecolleges.Sofor
mostof the summermanagerd om Shafferof the Expresq16-14) and JohnDuffy of the
Thunderbolt§15-15) experimentedvith lineups,positionsand pitching rotations, tagive equal
opportunityfor their 25plus manrostersto provethemselves.

But now, itODOwinningme.OWith 10 gamegeft, just onegameseparatethe two teamsn the
racefor thethird playoff-seed behindthe Maryland Oriolesandthe Bethesdaig Train. That
spotis important,becauseén a seventeamleague the top threefinishersget playoff byes,while
the bottomfour mustwin two preliminarygamego advanceo the third roundof the
tournament.

OGiadnOreally lookedinto playoff positioningjust yet, but | know it©on thehorizon,Gaid
Shaffer.OOObvioustiettinginto that thirdplayoff spotis important,and [Ovebeenlooking at
it.O
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Afew clicks now In fact,heOslreadythinking aboutthe tiebreakerscenariosWith the Express®-0 victory over
and your ad's the Thunderboltdast Saturdayat Blair Stadium they now own a 3-2 leadin the seasorseries.

online shortly and With two gamedeft betweenthetwo, oneSunday andhe otherTuesdaypnemorevictory

ready for the next would giveRockville first- andsecondround byesshouldthey finish with identicalrecords.
Gazette/Star

MCT

newspaper Thoughthe spotis no doubtimportant,it doesnmneaneverything,as Silver Spring Takoma Federal Credit Union
showedthe RipkenLeaguein the past.A yearago,theyfinishedtheregularseasori4-26, but
won a play-in gameagainstthe CollegeParkBombersand eventuallyknockedout the Express Become an MCT

in thechampionshigame. member today and
enjoy these benefits:
But with the additionof the HerndonBraves(who aretied with the Thunderboltsn the
standings}his seasonthe playoff formatchangedLastyear,a wild cardneededo win only
one preliminaryroundto reachthe LCS.

Low loan rates

High savings yields
Minimal fees

24-hour account access

Duffy, in hisfirst yearwith the Thunderboltsjs well awarethat theregularseasons more Free Checking
Free Online Banking

importantthis time around.Eventhoughhis teamhasalreadybetteredts 2006 win totaljt faces Free 8ill Pay
an uphill climb if it wantsto win its third-consecutivdeaguetournamenthampionship. +  And much more!

OOLaf{#onday] night beforel wentto bed,| checkedo seehow Rockville did N everybody
doesit,0 Duffysaid. OCnow weOr8-3 againstHerndonandwe play them Fridayso| told the
teamweOveot to win that gameAnd weOr@nebehindRockville soweOdlefinitely like to win
thosetwo. With howcloseit is betweenthethreeof us, | wouldnObe surprisedf it comesdown
to a tiebreakerandyou wantto be on theright sideof that.O

L]

The Expresspn theotherhand,aresearchindor their first title. They havebeenon thebrink,

finishing theregularseasorin secondplaceandgoing deepinto the playoffsin both previousyears.
L ) www.mctfcu.org
They havealsofollowed a recipefor successhat canbestbe describedas OObetttate thannever.GEachsummer,
Shaffersets aregularstarting lineup by earlyuly to closeout the seasonand eachsummertheteamhashada
strong secondthalf. Thingsappeato be goingaccordingto planonceagain,asthe Expressvon threestraight games
after Shafferofficially sethislineup on Saturdaggainstthe Thunderbolts.

*Membership eligibility required.

While the strategydoesnCalwayssit well with his players who arenOaisedto sitting out for gamesat a time,
Shafferis moreconcernedvith wins andlosseshanfeelings.

OOTheottomline isthat itOsny job to win ballgamesN | told them that fronday one,Che said. OO0 our
assistantoachegold me a story today sayingweOveot a lot of Wally Pippson ourteam[former Yankeefirst
basemanwhoseinjury allowedLou Gehrigto play 2,130 game# a row]. WeOveot a coupleguysin that situation
now, wherethereOsomesituationwherea guy hascomein andearneda spot.|Omgoing to putthe guysin that help
uswin.O

Note: Rosters havéeenformulatedfor the leagueOsnnualAll -Stargame which will be playedMonday night at
Ripken Stadiumin Aberdeen.

RipkenLeagueAll StarGame

For full rostersyisit ripkensrcollegebaseball.org

When:July 23, 7:05p.m.

Where:Ripken Stadium,Aberdeen

Who: The EastAll -Stars, comprisedf 27 playersrom the CollegeParkBombers Maryland Redbirdsand YouseOs
Maryland Oriolesvs. The WestAll -Stars, comprisedf 27 playerdrom the BethesdaBig Train, HerndonBraves,

Rockville Expressand Silver Spring TakomaThunderbolts

Playersto watch:3B Mike CelenzaBombers(2005QuinceOrchardalum); OF Matt Boyd, Redbirds(2005
Magruderalum)
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