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Rockville Express chugs into second place

Wednesday,June 28, 2006

by John Y. Wehmueller
Staff Writer

Thered-hot Silver Spring TakomaThunderboltscameto KnightsField in Rockville
Saturdayafternoonlooking to extendtheir Cal RipkenSr. CollegiateBaseballLeague
winning streakto five gameslinstead theyran smackinto RyanHustonof the Rockville
Express.

Huston,a pitcherat CaliforniaPoly State Universityallowedthreehits andfacedjust five
battersover the minimum, shuttingdownthe Thunderboltsn a 5-0 Rockville win. Huston
struck out six andwalkednone,lifting the Expresg8-6) into solepossessionf secondplace
in the RipkenLeague onegamebackof the Bethesdaig Train (9-5).

OOWealayedwell defensivelyandgot greatpitching, CExpressmanageiTom Shaffersaid.
OORigmow, | believeour pitchingis the bestin theleague by ERA. ... With thestaff we
have,theyOrgoingto keepusin ballgames.O

The offensealsodid its job Saturdayled by Silver Springnative Ivor Hodgson(Mount St.
MaryOspandsecondbasemamichael Gilmartin (UC-Irvine). Eachwent 3 for 4 on thenight.
Gilmartin hit aninside-the-park homerun to getthe Expresson theboardin the fourth
inning, thenled off the sixth with a single. Thatkicked off a threerun outburst,cappedoff
by HodgsonCsvo-run single.

HodgsonaddedanothemRBI singlein the eighth inningfor anothelinsurancerun andalso
doubledin thegame.

Thewin allowedRockville to bouncebacksomewhafrom two lossesn its lastthreegames,
including a doubleheadesplit againstthe CollegeParkBombersFriday. The Express
managedust five hits and committedthreeerrorsin losing thefirst game,6-3, butrallied to
takethe secondgame,5-3. Dylan Gaughen(Moorpark, Calif.) pitched2 1Uperfectinnings
of relief to pick up thewin.

Still, Shafferwould like toseemoreconsistent offensin support ofthe pitching staff. The
batswerethe main culpritin a 3-1 lossto the Bethesdaig Train last Thursday.

OOWeadthreeor four guysthrown out trying to steala base,&haffersaid. OOWeerenOt
hitting, sowe werejust trying to makesomethinghappenon thebasesWhenthat happens,
we needto just startmaking contact.O

Extrawork in the battingcageshasnOteally beenan optionlately, either. SaturdayOgame
againstthe Thunderboltsvasthe last playedin the leaguebeforeseverghunderstorméit the

http://www.gazette.net/stories/062806/aspespo201611_31952.shtml

NLCLT T IUINIO TR SHYITISST Y
firm in Gaithersburgareaseeks
individual with min 2 yearsof
More

OFFICEASSISTANT FT/PT
immediateentry level position
openingwith growing Silver
Springreal More

MARKFTING MANAGFR Well-

CLASSIFIEDS
Jobs
2007 Job Fairs
Homes
Autos
Merchandise
Apartments
Directories
Legals
Announcements
Meeting Place
Place an ad
Classified Guys Q&A

The Choice of
Prince George’s
County for

Preview J

Communities
and Locations
on the Web

2 Ryan

Page 1 of 2



Rockville Express chugs into second place 03/08/2007 02:04 PM

areaSunday.

The Expressscheduledor an off-day Sunday anywayhaveonly had one gamewashedut
by theweatherso far this week.But the scheduldor July is alreadytight, and makeupgames
will only addto theload now that theseasorhasnearlyreachedhe midway point.

Still, Rockville is in muchbettershapenow thanit wasafter 14 gamedastyear.

OOWed# playing everyday now,CsShaffersaid. OOAhis point lastyear,we were4-10, so
weOrén alittle bit bettershapethanlastyear.Hopefully, we canturnit on agairlike we did
lastyear,win four or five gameshis week,andbe sitting pretty.O

Weatherpermitting,Rockville getsbackto action Thursday hostingthe Big Train at Knights
Field at5 p.m.After the battlefor the leagueO®p spot,the Expressvisits the last place
Maryland RedbirdsFriday night.
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