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Hot Express steams toward playoffs on a winning streak

Wednesday, July 26, 2006

by John Y. Wehmueller
Staff Writer

Justhow hotis the Rockville Expres® It took the teama singleweekendo run off four
straight winsin the Cal Ripken Sr. CollegiateBaseballLeague.

OOweleenplaying prettygood baseball,BxpressmanageiTom Shaffersaid. OOKindf
like everybodyelse,we playedeight game#n six dayslastweek,andsix gameshe previous
week.Whenyou go 42 oneweekand6-2 thenext, thatOsot too bad.O

The crowningachievementamelast weekendwith backto-backdoubleheadesweeps
Saturdayagainstthe Maryland Oriolesand Sunday againghe Silver Spring Takoma
Thunderbolts The pitching staff borethe burdenwell N SaturdayOstartersfor the Express
(23-14), JustinDeFratusn gameone and RyanHustonin gametwo, eachwentthe distance,
keepingthe bullpen fresh.

DeFratusallowedonerun andstruckout five overhis seveninnings,winning 3-1. Huston
followed up by scatterind.1 hitsin a 6-3 victory. On Sunday, foupitcherscombinedfor a
6-5 win beforesouthpawNathanPerlitsch shuthe door over six-plusinningsin a 3-1 win in
the nightcap.DanielKennedypitchedthefinal inning to earnthe save.

OOWeavea lot of pitchingon thisteam,Perlitsch saiddOWeaveour setstartersput there
arealwaysguyswilling to comein andpick usup if we getinto any trouble or anything like
that, sol wasnOworriedatall.O

Perlitsch workeaut of someminor jamsearlyon Sunday, buboredownover his last four
innings, allowing onlya solohomerun to Thunderboltslesignatedhitter Tim Park(Good
CounselHigh). His teammatepickedhim up with two runsin thetop of thefifth anda solo
homerun by first basemarkric Oliver in the sixth.

Rockville got a well-deservedreakMondayand Tuesdaywhile it watchedtherestof the
leaguecatchup on makeugamesThroughMondayOgamesthe Expresswerejust one
gamebehindthefirst-placeBethesdaBig Trainand1.5 gamesip on thethird-placeOrioles.

OOWmewwe hadtwo daysof restcoming, sowe just tried to pick it up forthesetwo days
of doubleheadersre had, Dliver said. OO Takirtwo from [the Orioles]washuge.[Sunday]
washuge,too, gettingthoseextrawins in andtrying to getup on theBig Train.O

More importantthancatchingthe Big Trainis holdingonto one of the top two spotsatthe
end of theregularseasonTheleaguechampionwill be decidedn the playoffs, which begin
Mondayandincludeall six teams.Thebottomfour will play twice Monday,oncein the
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afternoonandonceat night. Thetop two seedgieta OObyed awaitthe afternoorwinners
in the nightgamesThedoubleeliminationtournamentvill crownits winner eithernext
Wednesdayr Thursday dependingn results.

RockvilleOsast threegamesnclude oneagainstthe Big Train Wednesdayndoneagainst
the Orioles Thursday.The Expressclosesits regularseasorSaturdayagainstthe last-place
Maryland Redbirds.

OOANnyme you dontaveto play in first roundis pretty good,CShaffersaid. OOWe Gt
gunningfor anybody,we just wantto do whatwe haveto do. Theway weOr@laying now,
IOmconfidentwe canbeatanybody.O

Perlitsch agreed.

OOWeGiteked;we really wantto win it this year,Che said. OOWeast went 6-2 this week
playing eight gamei six days,soweOvegot a good adrenalinflow going. Hopefully we
cancarrythat forthe restof the season.O
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