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Simply havinga field to play on wasn'tquite enoughthough.TheCal
Ripken, Sr. leaguewasfoundedon severaprinciples,onebeingtheimportanceof first-classfacilities. Oneof
Shaffer'smain prioritiesthis spring hadeento takehis homefield from good totop-notch.

"Sincewe'vegotten therethere'sa newbackstopfwo brandnew dugouts andwe'veimprovedthe quality of the
infield surface,"Shaffersaid."Right now, we'rein the proces®f puttingin our grandstand... Webuilt a pressbox a
yearago,but the collegewasn'tsurewhat they wantedto do withit. We finally havethe moneyto getit done.There
area lot of otherthingswe'dlike to do andl believewe cando."
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wentin late lastweek.

Thefield preparationsettled the Expresseededlayersto takethat field.In general summerleagueteamshave
their rosteroptionsworkedout by Octoberaboutthe time whenthe Expressvere coming intoexistenceAgain, one
of thetenetsof the league-- cooperatiorbetweerteams-- cameinto play.

"Two peoplewe really owe a lot to areBruce Adamsof the Big Train and Dick O'Connorof the Thunderboltgtwo
otherRipkenLeagueteamsfrom the county]," Pfliegersaid."At oneof theinitial organizationameetingsthey said,
'‘We getlots of playerreferrals,our teamis set,why don'twe sharethesereferralswith you?"

Having a field to hostgamesandplayersto play on thefield, the Expresscameto the nextstep-- finding familiesto
hostplayers.Oneof the biggestjobs of any summerleagueteamis to find homesandjobs, for playerswho need
them.

That'scurrentlythe main focusof assistangeneralmanagerdonatharRogers.Rogers,a RichardMontgomery
graduateandcurrentlya sportsmanagemeniajor at the University of Michigan, will spendhis summerinterningfor
the Express.

"The main thingright now is finding housing,"Rogerssaid."There'sa boardwe work with, andeveryones doinga
little of that searchindor peopleto takeplayersinto their homes... andlooking for jobsfor playerswho wantthem."

Therehavebeenplenty of otherthingsgoing on forthe Express Shafferis alsospearheadinthe equipment
gathering,andhada largerole in contactingplayers.

Everyonein the organizationis spendingasmuchtime aspossiblegettingthe word out. The Expresshada boothat
the HometownHolidaysfestivalin Rockville overthe Memorial Day weekendandwill plan morepromotionsonce
the seasorgetsunderway.

Someof thefiner points-- theteam'sWeb site, concessionsontractssponsorships- may haveto wait a little while.
Themain thingis, the Expresswill be readyto play ball comeJunell.

New Rockville wood-batteamnearingstarting line
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